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SAWTRY INTERNAL DRAINAGE BOARD 

 

At a Meeting of the Sawtry Internal Drainage Board 

held at the Old School Hall, Green End Road, Sawtry on Wednesday the 3rd June 2020 

 

PRESENT 

 

   S J Custance Esq (Chairman) D R Elmore Esq 

   A G Darby Esq A Lensen Esq 

   S Bywater Esq S T Raby Esq 

R G Tuplin Esq 

 

 Mr Robert Hill (representing the Clerk to the Board) was in attendance. 

  

 The Chairman enquired whether ALL Board members were happy for the meeting to be 

recorded.   All Members were in agreement. 

 

 

  B.1182 Standing Orders 

 

 Mr Hill reported that to allow the Board to modify the manner in which they hold meetings 

(for a temporary period) whilst special arrangements are in place to deal with  COVID-19, Defra 

have agreed to the adoption of modified standing orders.     Members considered the adapted set of 

the new model orders, as supplied by ADA, which include two extra clauses at the end of them 

which include a change to the way in which meetings are held to allow remote attendance. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

That the Board approve in principle. 

 

 

  B.1183  Declarations of Interest 

 

 Mr Hill reminded Members of the importance of declaring an interest in any matter included 

in today’s agenda that involved or was likely to affect any individual on the Board. 

 

 Mr Raby declared an interest in minute no. B.1213. 

 

 Messrs Darby and Lensen declared interests in matters relating to pump attendants. 

 

 

  B.1184 Confirmation of Minutes 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 That the Minutes of the Meeting of the Board held on the 5th June 2019 are recorded correctly 

and that they be confirmed and signed. 

 

 

  B.1185 Appointment of Chairman 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 That S J Custance Esq be appointed Chairman of the Board. 
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  B.1186 Election of Members of the Board 

 

 Mr Hill reported that, as the number of candidates for membership of the Board did not 

exceed the number of persons to be elected (eight), the following candidates were elected as 

Members of the Board for a period of three years from the 1st November 2019, viz:- 

 

  CUSTANCE Stephen John EVANS Christopher  

  DARBY Anthony Gerald JUGGINS Stephen 

  ELMORE David Ralph LENSEN Andrew 

                                                              RABY Samuel Terence 

 

(NB) – Councillors S Bywater and R G Tuplin are also Members of the Board as the nominees of 

Huntingdonshire District Council under the provisions of the Land Drainage Act 1991. 

 

 

  B.1187 Vacancy in Membership 

 

 Further to minute B.1149, Mr Raby reported that he had been sent papers for the nomination 

of Mr David Whittaker but as he did not know him had contacted the Middle Level offices to 

discuss the position. 

 

 Mr Hill reported that following this discussion, Mr Whittaker had been invited to attend 

today’s meeting as a member of the public. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 That Mr Whittaker be invited to fill the vacancy; the Chairman to approach Mr Whittaker and 

inform the Middle Level offices if he accepts the invitation. 

 

  B.1188 Water Transfer Licencing 

 

 Further to minute B.1110, Mr Hill reported that the relevant licences have been applied for 

for the MLC and associated Boards and that these were due to be validated before the end of 

December 2019 and then the EA have 3 further years to determine them.   He also advised that it 

was worth noting that the EA have confirmed that only MLC system to IDB transfers do not require 

a separate licence. 

 

  B.1189 Great Fen Project 

 

 Further to minute B.1151, as Mr Evans was not in attendance no report was presented. 

 

 

  B.1190 Development at The Mulberries 

 

 Further to minute B.1152, Mr Hill reported that the Middle Level office had been in contact 

with Olivia Porter at Persimmon Homes who was currently trying to arrange a site meeting to 

enable a plan to be put in place to complete the works required.   The Chairman reminded Members 

that to allow their objection to be removed these works were required to be carried out to the 

Board’s satisfaction.  

 

RESOLVED 

 

 That the Clerk keep the work under review and monitor the situation. 
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  B.1191 Development at Giddings Road, Sawtry  

 

 Further to minute B.1153, Mr Hill reported that the Clerk had recently been in contact with 

Highways England who had confirmed that they were aware their balancing ponds were in a poor 

condition, due to a lack of maintenance in the past, and that they were currently carrying out 

inspections to survey all of their balancing ponds and once complete would be planning remedial 

works where required and would then put in place a programme for regular future maintenance.   

Mr Hill advised that Highways England were happy to discuss the position with the Board. 

 

 Councillor Tuplin reported that the Larkfleet Homes’ planning application for 340 homes at 

Glatton Road had been refused but could be subject to an appeal by the Developer. 

 

 Mr Raby referred to the wider question of the use of balancing ponds which, in his opinion, 

did not work and also referred to the problems associated with the long-term maintenance of these 

structures. 

 

 Councillor Bywater queried the responsibility for the maintenance of these structures and 

Councillor Tuplin confirmed that there was no real requirement for future maintenance 

requirements to be included as part of the planning process. 

 

 In response to Mr Raby, Mr Hill outlined possible ways in which these issues could be 

addressed by the Board and stressed it was important for the Board to raise their concerns and any 

issues concerning the use of balancing ponds early in the development application process. 

 

 Mr Lensen considered it important for the Board to be included at an early stage to ensure 

their concerns and any measures they proposed in relation to the use of balancing ponds were 

properly recorded. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 i) That the Clerk continue to liaise and work with Highways England concerning the 

operation and future maintenance of their balancing ponds. 

 

 ii) That the Consulting Engineer clarify at an early stage with all Developers the Board’s 

position concerning the use of balancing ponds and ensure that the issue of future maintenance 

of these is properly taken into consideration as part of the application process.  

 

 

  B.1192 Structures in Sawtry Brook 

 

 Further to minute B.1154, Mr Hill reported that the Middle Level Commissioners’ 

Solicitor/Assistant Clerk had not provided an update on this matter to be enable him to report on the 

current position. 

 

 The District Officer reported that on a recent inspection he was able to confirm that the 

structure remined in place.   In response to the District Officer, the Chairman confirmed that the 

bridge further along the Brook had been properly constructed with the approval of the Board. 

 Mr Elmore considered the Board needed to be consistent in its’ approach to these structures 

and as others had been required to be removed they needed to require that this structure be removed 

also. 

 

 In response to the Chairman, Mr Hill confirmed that, at last year’s meeting, the Board had 

approved action to remove the structure if the householder did not remove it after having been 

served notice to do so. 
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RESOLVED 

 

 That the Solicitor/Assistant Clerk serve a Section 64 Notice of an intention to enter to remove 

the structure from the Brook and if there was no response from the householder an instruction be 

given to bailiffs appointed by the Board to remove the structure.  

    

(NB) - Councillor Bywater requested that the Parish Council be advised when the Notice under 

Section 64 of the Land Drainage Act 1991 had been served and whether they could be updated in 

the event that they were consulted about this matter. 

 

 

  B.1193 Clerk's Report 

 

 Mr Hill advised:- 

 

 i) COVID-19 Actions 

 

          That following the instructions given by government on 23rd March the following list 

of actions have been taken (this list is not exhaustive); 

 

• Arrangements were made for all MLC staff to have the facility to work from home. This 
included access to email, and in most cases full remote access to work computers.    This 
was implemented and fully operational by Wednesday 25th March. 

• MLC operatives continue to attend work but in a more restricted manor following NHS 
guidelines. 

• A skeleton rota to ensure that the office phones are manned has been put in place, post is 
received and processed and letters sent out where necessary. 

• Other temporary arrangements have been implemented to help support the continued 
operation of the office whilst the COVID-19 government restrictions remain in place, this 
includes allowing more flexible hours of work, allowing access to the office as and when 
required to collect or deposit papers making arrangements for the post to be collected and 
delivered to a safe location outside the office. 

• A licence to run video conferencing meeting was obtained and arrangements made to hold 
meetings by telephone and/or video.   Chairmen were contacted at each stage as 
government advice emerged. 

• A policy statement was issued via the MLC website stating the actions the MLC were taking. 

• Consultation with ADA on more or less a daily basis were undertaken in the first few weeks 
encouraging them to take proactive action.   Of value to us (and as called for) ADA have 
been able to secure IDBs ‘Key Worker’ status and have obtained approval from Defra to 
move to web/telephone conference meetings. 

 

 

 ii) Middle Level Commissioners and Administered Boards Chairs Meeting 

 

  That a fourth Chair’s Meeting was held on the 26th November 2019. 

 

 The meeting commenced with a presentation with slides covering the lottery funded 

‘Fens Biosphere’ bid.   This UNESCO designation would have no statutory backing but 

instead aims to draw attention to the unique nature of the area.   Good practice sharing would 

be facilitated and a framework of support for positive action developed.   The idea is to frame 

the application around the Cambridgeshire peat lands and the IDB districts which provide a 

network of interconnecting watercourses.   As this designation would not lead to a set of 

actions which would be enforced but could have a positive impact on the area the Board were 

asked (at this stage) to consider giving its approval in principle to the bid.    
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RESOLVED 

 

 That the Board approve support for the Biosphere bid in principle 

 

 Health and Safety discussions followed and it was agreed that the new arrangement with 

Cope Safety Management was working well. 

 

 The future vision for the MLC and IDBs was discussed and is covered as a separate 

agenda item. 

 

On member training, after discussion, it was agreed that members would benefit from 

training on ‘communications and engagement’ as it was felt that Boards generally had 

challenges in getting messages across to the public. 

 

The only other item covered in any detail was in relation to Board agendas and minutes. 

It was resolved that the Chairs supported the move to reducing the amount of paper leaving 

the MLC offices and it was also agreed, for reasons of efficiency, that Chairs be provided 

with an action points list as soon as practical after the meetings but in advance of issuing draft 

minutes. 

 

That a fifth Chair’s Meeting was held on the 10th March 2020. 

 

Topics discussed included health and safety, effective communications with the public, 

the move to electronic agendas, consideration of the level of planning information included in 

reports, planning fees and the work of WRE. 

 

 Planning and Consenting 

 

One of the agreed actions from the last Chair’s meeting was that each Board be asked to 

consider the degree of delegation and reporting they require on planning and consenting 

matters.    This was in response to several queries over the extent of detail being reported on 

such matters and the delays in issuing responses due to the number of people being consulted. 

I have outlined several possible options below to assist the Board but of course there are many 

other permutations and it is for the Board to decide which suits its interests best.  

 
a) Remain with the current arrangements. 
 
b) Continue to delegate all commenting on consent applications and relevant 

planning matters to the chairman and in his absence (or where he has an 
interest) to the Vice Chair. The Chair to have the power to decide if a 
matter should be raised at the board meeting for its consideration where 
legal timeframes permit this.   All matters however to be reported generally 
more briefly within the Board report, ie number of applications responded to 
and number of consents issued or refused.  

 
c) As above but leaving the Clerk with the power to determine the appropriate 

responses to consent applications and planning matters without reference 
to the Chair or Vice Chair. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 That the Board continue with the current arrangements and look to enhance these to ensure 

the Board’s concerns are properly taken into account. 
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 iii) Application for byelaw consent 

 

  That the following application for consent to undertake works in and around 

 watercourses had been approved and granted since the last general meeting of the Board:- 

 

          Name of Applicant                          Description of Works                         Date consent granted 

 

 Linden Homes Construction of two outfall headwalls           13th February 2020 

  In Sawtry Brook to be used to discharge 

  Surface water from new development on 

  Land adjacent to the Brook north of  

  Gidding Road, Sawtry 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 That the action taken in granting consent be approved. 

 

 iv) Association of Drainage Authorities 

 

a) Annual Conference 

 

         That the 82nd Annual Conference of the Association had been held at the ICE building in 

Westminster on Wednesday 13th November 2019. 

 

  The conference was very well attended and the speakers this year were:- 

 

Stuart Roberts - Vice President National Farmers’ Union – an arable and livestock 

farmer who has also worked for Defra and Flood Standards Agency – who shared his 

views on the need for more radical and bold thinking on flood risk management and the 

supply of water for agriculture.  

 

Bryan Curtis – Chair Coastal Group Network – Chartered Engineer and a 

member of CIWEM and ICE. 

Bryan is Chairman of the Coastal Group Network.   This is a network of Councils, 

Ports, Government bodies who provide a collective voice for the coast and management 

of the shoreline. 

 

Robin Price – Interim Managing Director – Water Resources East (WRE) 

Water Resources East is a partnership from a wide range of industries including water 

energy, retail, the environment, land management and agriculture who are working in 

collaboration to manage the number of significant risks to the future supply of water in 

the East of England.   The NFU and ADA (via the David Thomas) have membership on 

the Board of WRE. 

 

 The conference was introduced by Robert Caudwell who asked all present to mark 

their appreciation of the work being done in the north east of England to respond to and 

manage the impacts of the floods.  He stated his opinion that warnings at previous ADA 

conferences over the lack of river maintenance had fallen on deaf ears and that the 

flooding taking place at the time was clear evidence of the need to better balance capital 

investment with maintenance spending.   He then went on to outline ADA’s intention to 

lobby all parties throughout the general election. This included sharing the 7-point plan 

detailed below; 
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1. Long term investment horizons in the face of climate change challenges 

Flood risk management delivers enduring benefits and authorities involved need to be 

able to plan ahead financially over multiple years and need to receive a sensible balance 

of capital and revenue funding, spread across the river catchments, in order to find 

efficiencies through climate change adaptation and resilience, and attract business 

investment. 

2. Promote co-operation and partnership working to manage the water 

environment and reduce flood risk 

Close cooperation between flood risk management authorities, water companies, 

communities, business and land managers needs the continued strong support of 

government to deliver adaptive and resilient flood risk maintenance and similar 

activities more efficiently and affordably. 

3. Total catchment management 

Total catchment management is now the widely accepted approach to managing our 

water and now is the time to increase and empower local professionals and communities 

to manage and operate these catchments together. 

4. Sustainable drainage systems (SuDS) 

The next government needs to fully implement Schedule 3 of the Flood & Water 

Management Act 2010, to ensure future development can keep pace with the challenges 

of the changing climate, by ensuring that SuDS are maintained over the lifetime of a 

development. 

5. Support local governance in flood and water level management decision making 

In some parts of England there is an appetite for greater local maintenance delivery on 

watercourses and flood defence assets than that currently afforded from national 

investment. This can be achieved via the careful transfer of some main river 

maintenance to local bodies or the expansion of areas maintained by those local bodies, 

such as Internal Drainage Boards, where there is local support and transitional funding. 

6. Local Government Finances 

It is vital that Special and Local Levy funding mechanisms for drainage, water level and 

flood risk management continue to be part of this funding landscape to maintain the 

democratic link with local communities affected. 

7. Brexit: Ensuring a resilient regulatory framework for the water environment 

The next government needs to provide clear policy messages about how they wish to 

make the delivery of environmental improvements to the water environment easier and 

more effective as we transition from European legislation such as the Water Framework 

Directive. 

 

 Unfortunately, because the conference was held during the pre-election period 

sometimes known as Purdah, which restricts certain communications during this time, 

there were no representatives available from the Environment Agency or Defra which 

significantly restricted the debate on flood risk management, funding and maintenance 

issues.   However, there was considerable support from the floor of the conference for 

the view that lack of maintenance had significantly contributed to the recent problems 

with the River Don and the flooding of Fishlake village. 

 

 Officers of the Association were re-elected, including Lord De Ramsey as 

President and Robert Caudwell as Chairman. 

 

 Subscriptions to ADA would be increased by 2% for the following year. 

 

b) Annual Conference 

 

That the Annual Conference of the Association of Drainage Authorities will be held in 

London on Wednesday the 11th November 2020. 
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RESOLVED 

 

That the Clerk be authorised to obtain a ticket for the Annual Conference of the Association 

for any Member who wishes to attend. 

 

c) Annual Conference of the River Great Ouse Branch 

 

 That the Annual Conference of the River Great Ouse branch of the Association was held 

on Tuesday the 3rd March 2020. 

    

 The meeting format was as per the 2019 conference with a workshop in the morning 

and the Conference in the afternoon.   Topics covered were control of invasive species, water 

resources, planning and effective communications with the wider public. 

 

 That the date of the next meeting is Tuesday the 2nd March 2021. 

 

d) Further Research on Eels 

 

 Further to minute B.1114, ADA have advised that the valuable research work being 

carried out by Hull University on eels and eel behaviour in pumped catchments will be 

continuing for at least another two years. ADA consider that the financial support to the 

project to date provided by the IDBs has been positive and noted by the regulator (EA), 

leading to positive engagement on finding practical solutions at pumping station sites.  They 

therefore consider that it would be useful if IDBs could consider whether they would be 

willing to continue their annual contributions to this research over that period. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

That the Board contribute £100 per year for the next 2 years towards further research on eels. 

 

e) Emergency Financial Assistance for Internal Drainage Boards 

 

That whilst in East Anglia we have not had the unprecedented levels of rainfall which 

have occurred further north and in the west of the county in recent years this by no means 

equates to there being no risk of it occurring here.  ADA have written to DEFRA seeking to 

formalise a mechanism for IDBs providing support to the EA in a major event to recover 

costs.   An update will be given should there be any substantive movement from DEFRA on 

this matter as a result of this request. 

 

 

v) Tactical Plans for the Fens Agreement 

 

 That the Environment Agency have set up a multi-partner group (FRM for the Fens) to 

steer work on developing strategic plans for managing flood risk in the lower Great Ouse 

catchment.   This work is considered necessary to address the impacts of population growth 

and climate change, which are particularly relevant in this area.   The EA is requesting 

approval to the approach being taken in principal and follows the letter sent in January 2019.    

The perceived value of this work is that it pre-apportions the benefits (land and property 

which would flood if not defended) so that applying for grant should be more straight forward 

and the amount of grant possible clearer.  This should give increased certainty and clarity and 

resolves the issue of double counting benefits where for example a property is protected from 

flooding by both EA and IDB assets. Work on developing the strategy could take up to 15 

years though and the proposal also therefore includes a mechanism for allowing grant-in-

aided works to progress during this time on a hold-the-line basis. 
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RESOLVED 

 

 That the Board approve in principle 

 

 

vi) Water Resources East (WRE) 

 

That the Middle Level Commissioners’ Chief Executive has been appointed as ADA’s 

area representative on the Board of WRE.   He will act as spokesman for IDBs who have an 

interest in the future management and provision of water in the East of England.   This is 

particularly important as government consider plans to make the area more resilient and as the 

impacts of climate change start to bite in an area of rapid housing growth. 

 

 

vii) Vision for the Future of Boards administered by the MLC 

 

 That Members will be aware that the Chair’s meetings hosted by the MLC has had an 

item on the agenda for the last few meetings on future planning of administration and delivery 

of operations for the Board’s collectively.   As part of this process it has been agreed that 

members thoughts should be sought on what they envisage the collective future can and 

should look like to ensure the most resilient, delivery focused approach that can be achieved.   

Members should when developing their vision of water management in the fens in 2030 

consider the challenges of maintaining representation, improving financial resilience, 

reducing duplication of work, the potential for cost savings, advantages and disadvantages of 

the various options available, the impacts of technology and sharing of resources and 

knowledge. 

  

 The general feeling of the Boards so far was that they recognised there could be 

problems with Boards and the need to amalgamate possibly ten years down the road but most 

seemed to be happy to continue with their current arrangements.   However, this should 

remain under review and where appropriate amalgamations between Boards supported. 

 Members discussed possible future amalgamation and agreed to keep under review. 

 

 

  B.1194 Consulting Engineers’ Report, including planning and consenting matters 

 

 The Board considered the Report of the Consulting Engineers, viz:- 
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Sawtry I.D.B.   
    

Consulting Engineers Report – May 2020 
 

Pumping Stations  

Other than matters reported below only routine maintenance has been carried out since the last 

meeting and the pumping plant at each of the stations appears to be in a mechanically and 

electrically satisfactory condition. 

 
The 5 Yearly Electrical Condition report was carried out at the Board’s pumping stations with no 

remedial works being required. 

 

Castlehill 

A power outage occurred in January 2020 which damaged the motor overload protection relay and 

required a suitable replacement to be sourced. 

 

Moat Farm 

The combination gearbox is leaking again, this time the leak is coming from the bottom joint (not 

the shaft seal as previously) therefore the gearbox will need to be dismantled and repaired to 

rectify the leak. 

 

Sawtry Roughs 

During December 2019 the pump failed due to a control equipment fault which was rectified by 

fitting alternative parts. However, as the control panel is well over 30 years old and parts are 

obsolete, the Board may wish to consider its replacement to improve reliability and ensure spare 

parts are readily available. 

 

Pumping Hours 

 

Pumping 
Station 

Total hours run 
Mar 16-Apr 17 

Total hours run 
Apr 17–Apr 18 

Total hours run 
Apr 18–Apr 19 

Total hours run 
Apr 19 – Apr 20 

 

Castlehill 108 175 23 352  

Moat Farm 79 284 10 325  

Sawtry Roughs 85 173 18   

      

 Total hours run 
May 11-Mar 12 

Total hours run 
Mar 12-Apr 13 

Total hours run 
Apr 13-Apr 14 

Total hours run 
Apr 14-Mar 15 

Total hours run 
Mar 15-Mar 16 

Castlehill 230 356 195 162 51 

Moat Farm 19 622 315 262 94 

Sawtry Roughs 5 450 210 184 76 

 

At its June 2019 meeting the Board requested that its Pumping Stations be revalued for insurance 

purposes, the updated valuations follow: 
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Pumping Station Valuations-Sawtry IDB

Site Name Sawtry I.D.B-Castlehill Pumping Stn.

Site Data

No. Pumps 1

Station Capacity  340 l/s @ 4.6m TGH

Station built 1973 (Pumpset overhauled 2003)

Description of Station

Valuation

Civils Works £307,110.00

M&E £110,372.00

Other £43,000.00

Total £460,482.00

Breakdown of valuation

Civils Works

Pump sump/pipework etc £232,980.00

Hard standing £0.00

Fencing £0.00

Outfall £31,770.00

Control building/overhead crane £31,770.00

Other £10,590.00

M&E

Pump/gearbox etc £60,005.00

Control Equipment/cabling £16,365.00

Power Supply inc in public liability

Motor £7,637.00

installation £16,365.00

Weedscreen £10,000.00

Other

Approvals £10,750.00

Liaison and consultation £5,375.00

Design £16,125.00

Supervision £10,750.00

The following is an estimate of the maximum expected cost of rebuilding or replacing the pumping station on the same or an adjacent site 

following a catastrophic failure, eg a fire, a collapse or an explosion.

Allen Gwynnes 15″ Vertical Spindle Axial Flow with Mather and Platt SC 30kW @ 970 RPM  motor 

and  Newbrook SPL26 dual drive gearbox. Watford Direct on Line auto controls.  Brick control 

building with rendered finish and tiled roof.
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Pumping Station Valuations-Sawtry IDB

Site Name Sawtry I.D.B-Moat Farm Pumping Stn.

Site Data

No. Pumps 1

Station Capacity 300 l/s @ 3.7m Total Gauge Head

Station built 1965 (Pump overhauled 2003, motor replaced 2010)

Description of Station

Valuation

Civils Works £275,340.00

M&E £98,190.00

Other £43,000.00

Total £416,530.00

Breakdown of valuation

Civils Works

Pump sump/pipework etc £211,800.00

Hard standing £0.00

Fencing £0.00

Outfall £31,770.00

Control building £21,180.00

Other £10,590.00

M&E

Pump/gearbox etc £49,095.00

Control Equipment/cabling £16,365.00

Power Supply inc in public liability

Motor £5,455.00

installation £16,365.00

Weedscreen £10,910.00

Other

Approvals £10,750.00

Liaison and consultation £5,375.00

Design £16,125.00

Supervision £10,750.00

The following is an estimate of the maximum expected cost of rebuilding or replacing the pumping station on the same or an adjacent site 

following a catastrophic failure, eg a fire, a collapse or an explosion.

Allen Gwynnes 12″ Vertical Spindle Bowl No.15816Z with Brook SC 15 kW @ 995 RPM  motor and  

Newbrook SPL26 dual drive gearbox.  Lawtronic Direct-on-line auto controls. Brick control building 

with mineral covered flat roof.
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Pumping Station Valuations-Sawtry IDB

Site Name Sawtry I.D.B-Sawtry Roughs Pumping Stn.

Site Data

No. Pumps 1

Station Capacity 545 l/s @ 4.2m Total Gauge Head

Station built 1970

Description of Station

Valuation

Civils Works £296,520.00

M&E £115,827.00

Other £43,000.00

Total £455,347.00

Breakdown of valuation

Civils Works

Pump sump/pipework etc £232,980.00

Hard standing £0.00

Fencing £0.00

Outfall £31,770.00

Control building £21,180.00

Other £10,590.00

M&E

Pump/gearbox etc £65,460.00

Control Equipment/cabling £16,365.00

Power Supply inc in public liability

Motor £7,637.00

installation £16,365.00

Weedscreen £10,000.00

Other

Approvals £10,750.00

Liaison and consultation £5,375.00

Design £16,125.00

Supervision £10,750.00

The following is an estimate of the maximum expected cost of rebuilding or replacing the pumping station on the same or an adjacent site 

following a catastrophic failure, eg a fire, a collapse or an explosion.

Sulzer BP40 Vertical Spindle Bowl no 4818606 with LSE SC 34 kW @ 720 RPM  motor and  dual drive 

gearbox.  British Pleuger Star-Delta auto controls.  Brick control building with mineral covered flat 

roof.

 

 

Planning Procedures Update  

Further to the last Board meeting the Clerk to the Board has received invitations and attended 

meetings held by both Fenland District and King’s Lynn & West Norfolk Borough (KL&WN) 

Councils’ Developers Forum and the latter’s Inter-Agency Flood Group. 

 

The use of Infiltration Devices 

At the last Inter-Agency Working on Flood & Water Group meeting the issue of minor 

developments (less than 10 houses) not having adequate safeguards in place where infiltration 



F:\Admin\Sawtry\mins\3.6.20 
 

(soakaway) drainage is proposed was raised, as no authorities are prepared to accept 

responsibility for checking the adequacy of designs or to police their effective implementation.  This 

matter has now been added to the agenda for future meetings.  

 

Local Land Charges Register (LLCR) 

A challenge to the legality of the requests by the Middle Level Commissioners to place notes on 

the Land Charges Registry was raised. This has resulted in KL&WN Council ceasing adding any 

such notes. Interestingly the stance being taken by Fenland District Council differs from this and it 

has advised that it holds notes on file which are passed on whenever a Land Charges Registry 

enquiry is made.  In this way it can rightly assert that the notes are not on the Registry but are held 

separately. 

 

The Board may consider that similar discussions with Huntingdonshire District Council may be of 

benefit. 

 

Planning Applications  

In addition to matters concerning previous applications, the following 25 new development related 

matters have been received and, where appropriate, dealt with since the last meeting: 

MLC 
 Ref. 

 Council 
 Ref. 

 
Applicant 

Type of 
Development 

 
Location 

592 

Preliminary Surface 
Water and Sewage 
Effluent Assessment Moto Hospitality Ltd Motorway Services Area Toll Bar Way, Sawtry* 

593 H/19/00663/FUL Ms C Wright 
Surgery 
(Extension) 45 High Street, Sawtry* 

594 H/19/80171/COND Mr P Evans 
Residential  
(2 plots)  High Street, Upwood* 

595 H/19/01047/HHFUL Mrs Reed 
Residence 
(Extension) Chesham Road, Sawtry 

596 H/19/01065/FUL Mine Heart Warehouse Brookside, Sawtry* 

597 H/19/01294/FUL Linden Ltd 
Residential 
(7 plots)  Gidding Road, Sawtry* 

598 H/19/01373/HHFUL Mrs B Kent 
Residence 
(Extension) Papyrus Way, Sawtry 

599 H/19/01394/FUL Lady Miller 
Commercial 
(Extension) 

Old Great North Road, 
Sawtry 

600 H/19/01445/FUL Moto Hospitality Ltd Motorway Services Area  
Toll Bar Way/Great North 
Road, Sawtry* 

601 H/19/01541/HHFUL Mrs H Potter 
Residence 
(Extension) Hatfield Road, Sawtry 

602 H/19/01587/HHFUL Mr R Malachowski 
Residence 
(Extension) High Street, Sawtry 

603 H/19/01489/FUL Mr R Malachowski Residence High Street, Sawtry 

604 H/19/80285/COND Luminus Group 
Residential  
(2 plots)  Fen Lane, Sawtry* 

605 H/19/01690/HHFUL Mr & Mrs Levick 
Residence 
(Extension) Green End Road, Sawtry 

606 H/19/01622/HHFUL Mr & Mrs J Queen 
Residence 
(Extension) Glatton Road, Sawtry 

607 H/19/01885/FUL 
Claybrook Properties 
Ltd 

Residential 
(2 plots) Chapel End, Sawtry 

608 H/19/80341/COND Bovis Homes 
Residential 
(295 plots) Gidding Road, Sawtry* 

609 H/19/02175/HHFUL Mr & Mrs Parkes 
Residence 
(Extension) Chapel End, Sawtry 
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610 H/19/02248/HHFUL Mr E Levick 
Residence 
(Garage) Green End Road, Sawtry 

611 H/19/02252/HHFUL Mr Kelley 
Residence 
(Extension) Bridge Street, Woodwalton 

612 H/19/02145/OUT 
Optimum Land 
Property Ltd 

Residential 
(9 plots)  

Raveley Road, Great 
Ramsey 

613 H/19/2529/FUL Mrs B Gilbert 
Residential 
(2 plots) Beville, Woodwalton 

614 H/19/02555/HHFUL Mr Colbert 
Residence 
(Extension) Papyrus Way, Sawtry 

615 H/20/00318/FUL Mr H Aygun Commercial Green End Road, Sawtry 

616 H/20/00463/HHFUL Mr & Mrs Clark 
Residence 
(Extension) Glatton Road, Sawtry 
 

Planning applications ending 'COND' relate to the discharge of relevant planning conditions 
Planning applications ending ‘HHFUL’ relate to Householder applications for Full Planning Permission 

 

Developments that propose direct discharge to the Board's system are indicated with an asterisk.  

The remainder propose, where applicable and where known, surface water disposal to 

soakaways/infiltration systems or sustainable drainage systems.   

 

Some of the above are likely to discharge treated effluent water into the Board’s system via Sawtry 

or Upwood Water Recycling Centres (WRC).  

 

Mr & Mrs Dale chose to use the infiltration device self-certification process for surface water 

disposal from Aversley Road, Sawtry (MLC Ref No 551) and, in doing so, agreed that if the device 

was to fail in the future, they would be liable for discharge consent.   

 

Further to general principles detailed in Minute B.1159 Consulting Engineers’ Report, including 

planning and consenting matters the current position is being ascertained in respect of the 

following developments: 

 

• Residential development on land at and including 12 Fen Lane, Sawtry – Mrs D 
Younger (MLC Ref Nos 360, 389 & 449) 

 

• Developments at Sawtry Community College, Fen Lane, Sawtry - The Governors 
of Sawtry Community College (MLC Ref Nos 384, 481 & 581) 

 

• Development at Nordic House, Old Great North Road, Sawtry - Tesco Pension 
Trustees Ltd (MLC Ref No 424) & NFI Industries (MLC Ref No 441)   

 

• Construction of sewage treatment works at land off Raveley Road, Woodwalton - 
Anglian Water Services Ltd (MLC Ref No 447) 

 

• Residential development on land between St Andrews Way & Chapel End, 
Sawtry - Davidsons Developments Ltd (MLC Ref No 456) & Lodge Park Ltd (MLC 
Ref Nos 525 & 532) 

 

• Development at Sawtry Infants & Junior School, Middlefield Road, Sawtry – Kier 
Construction (MLC Ref Nos 501, 539, 559 & 571) and Cambridgeshire County 
Council (MLC Ref Nos 512 & 566)  
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• Renwewable Energy Development at land north west of Red House Farm on 
Double Bank Lane, Sawtry – Anescon (MLC Ref No 517) 

 

• Erection of new firefighting training facilities, with associated infrastructure for the 
Cambridgeshire Fire and Rescue Service at Cambs Constabulary Police Training 
Centre, Monks Wood Road, Sawtry - Cambridge & Peterborough Fire Authority 
(MLC Ref No 578) 

 

Re-development of the former Toll Bar Services on land between Toll Bar Way and 

Great North Road, Sawtry – Cardinal Property Services Ltd (MLC Ref Nos 273, 295, 

469, 484, 490), Travelodge Hotels (MLC Ref No 404) & Moto Hospitality Ltd (MLC Ref 

No 469)    

 

Further to previous Board Meeting Reports, an enquiry was received from the Furness 

Partnership, on behalf of Moto Hospitality Ltd, in respect of a new motorway services 

area compromising of an amenity building, fuel filling station and parking areas.    

 

Following the provision of a Preliminary Surface Water & Sewage Effluent Assessment, 

a pre-paid service provided by the Middle Level Commissioners, some further 

information, concerning consent related issues was requested and subsequently 

supplied. The use of the detailed pre-application consultation process was encouraged 

but a formal instruction was not received. 

 

A planning application (MLC Ref No 469) was submitted to the District Council in July 

and according to its Simple Search web page the application is “In progress”. 

 

A detailed assessment of the submitted proposals has not been undertaken but the 

Furness Partnership’s Drainage Strategy Report June 2019 advises that: 

 

“The surface water drainage strategy utilises sub-base storage within the car park and 
attenuation tanks to store storm water in the critical “1 in 100 years plus 30% climate 
change” storm event.” 
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Extract from the Furness Partnership’s Drawing No. 5760-SK-001 Rev. P2 
 illustrating the proposed drainage layout and proposed points of discharge/connection 
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and that 
 

 
“The foul drainage will be routed into the existing sewer north of the site in Sawtry. 
Anglian Water has confirmed that their foul sewer network has enough capacity to 
accommodate the foul discharge from the proposed development”. 
 

 
Residential development at and to the south of Marshalls Bros Garage, Gidding Road, 

Sawtry – Client of Royal Haskoning (MLC Ref No. 307); Fox Land & Property (MLC Ref 

Nos 325, 339 & 343) Persimmon Homes (EM) (MLC Ref No 405); Persimmon Homes 

& Bellway Homes East Midlands (MLC Ref No 409) and Charles Church (East 

Midlands) (MLC Ref No 439)  

 

Persimmon Homes advised that it had arranged for the remedial works on the 

balancing ponds to be carried out but then its original landscaping contractors had 

gone into administration. It was then expected that the works would be undertaken by 

an alternative contractor. Persimmon Homes has most recently advised that it is 

attending site before the end of May to inspect the ponds to allow a plan of action to be 

developed. 

 

Erection of a single dwelling between 8 and 18 Chapel End, Sawtry – Mrs J Solomon 

(MLC Ref Nos 366, 404, 428 & 429), Mr J McLelland (MLC Ref Nos 558 & 569) & 

Claybrook Properties Ltd (MLC Ref No 607) 

 

Further to the Board’s last Meeting Report, a subsequent planning application (MLC Ref 

No 607) concerning this site was submitted to the District Council in September and, 

according to its Simple Search web page, the application is “In progress”.  

 

It is proposed that surface water disposal will be to soakaways. 
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Extract from the submitted Site Layout Plan Drawing No 21909_01 

 

Residential Development on land at The Paddock, Raveley Road, Great Raveley – Mr 

K Robinson (MLC Ref No 422) & Optimum Land & Property Ltd (MLC Ref Nos 474, 

556 & 612) 

 

Members will recall the previous proposals for a pair of residential properties on this 

site.  However, further to the earlier Board Meeting Reports, an outline application 

(MLC Ref No 612) for nine self-build and custom-built dwellings with access road 

and supporting infrastructure (with appearance, landscaping, layout and scale to be 

matters reserved) was submitted to the District Council in October. 
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The planning application was refused by the District Council at the end of March 

primarily because: 

 

“The proposed development of the site would harm the rural character and 
appearance of the countryside and the character and appearance of Great Raveley 
due to the domestication of the site and the loss of what is considered to be  an 
important buffer between existing built development and the open countryside.” 

 

Residential development to the east of Glebe Road Farm, Gidding Road, Sawtry – 

Linden Homes North (MLC Ref Nos 463, 476, 507 & 508 & 554) & Linden Ltd (MLC 

Ref No 597) 

 

Members will recall that surface water drainage for the original site is a fully attenuated 

discharge into Sawtry Drain at greenfield rates of run-off via a detention pond in the 

northern corner of the site. This attenuates all discharges up to the worst case 1% 

Annual Exceedence Probability event (a 1 in 100 storm). There is an overflow drain 

along the adjacent boundary to reduce the risk of overland flows flooding the adjacent 

properties.   

 

The position concerning the additional seven dwellings is currently being ascertained 

with the applicant. 

 

A byelaw consent application for the outfall for the surface water attenuation pond and 

the overflow drain which encroach within the 9m maintenance access strip alongside 

Sawtry Drain has been received, checked and subsequently recommended for 

approval.  

 

Additional byelaw consent applications will be required for other encroachment within 

the maintenance access strip, for example, the footpath.   

 

Outline planning application for the erection of up to 295 residential dwellings, access 

and associated works, all other matters reserved at land south west of Mill Cottage, 

Gidding Road, Sawtry – Waterman Infrastructure & Environment (MLC Ref No 520); 

Kier Group (MLC Ref No 524) & Bovis Homes Limited (MLC Ref Nos 587, 588 & 589)  

 

Further to the Board’s last Meeting Report, a letter was received from the County 

Council, in its role as the Lead Local Flood Authority (LLFA), in October last year which 

was in relation to this development and was to bring this matter to the Board’s attention.   

 

No subsequent correspondence or contact has occurred with either the applicants or 

their agents/consultants concerning this site. 
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 Proposed residential development to the north west of Copins Close, Shawley Road, 

Round Hills Way, Fairfield Close and Salters Way and south west of Glatton Road, 

Sawtry – Client of Waterman Infrastructure & Environment (MLC Ref No 548) & 

Larkfleet Homes (MLC Ref Nos 553 & 564) 

 

According to the District Council’s Simple Search web page the application is “In 

progress”.  

 

The current position is being ascertained. 

 

Erection of industrial buildings on land north of St Andrews Nurseries & east of the Old 

Great North Road, Sawtry - Spirotech Group Limited (MLC Ref No 565) 

 

Planning permission was granted by the District Council in June 2019 subject to the 

imposition of planning conditions including surface water disposal and ecology. 

Unfortunately, the Decision Notice did not include a suitable informative advising the 

applicant of its duties under both the relevant Byelaws and the Land Drainage Act. 

 

The current position is being ascertained. 

 

Development Contributions 

Contributions received in respect of discharge consent will be reported under the Agenda Item – 

‘Contributions from Developers.’   

 

Huntingdonshire District Council (HDC) Local Plan to 2036  

Infrastructure Planning and Delivery 
In May 2019 the following was received from the District Council: 

 

“I am writing with regards your continued input into the infrastructure needs for 
Huntingdonshire.   
  
Thank you for your agency/company engagement over the last 18 month in the development 
of the Infrastructure Delivery Plan (IDP).  This was used to support the new Local Plan to 2036 
which was considered for adoption by Full Council on 15th May.  Please visit the following link 
and specifically documents INF/01 – 03 to view the final documents again 
 http://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/planning/new-local-plan-to-2036/local-plan-document-
library/”  

 

Developer Contributions Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) and Community 

Infrastructure Levy (CIL) 

Huntingdonshire District Council is currently reviewing the 2011 Developer Contributions 

Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) and Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL).  To inform the 

http://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/planning/new-local-plan-to-2036/local-plan-document-library/
http://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/planning/new-local-plan-to-2036/local-plan-document-library/
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development of the SPD it needs to better understand current and future infrastructure 

requirements, what would trigger a developer contribution and how any Section 106 money that 

has previously been received has been spent.  Also, what infrastructure has been delivered as a 

result thus enabling the District Council to test a revised Developer Contributions and CIL schedule 

against development viability and hence provide practical up-to-date guidance together with a 

schedule for land owners, developers and development management officers.  

 

A Public Consultation (using a questionnaire format) was held between Tuesday 16 July and 

Friday 6 September but it was not considered appropriate to respond, primarily because the 

Commissioners and associated Boards do not currently have any infrastructure projects which are 

likely to require developer contributions through the planning process. However, the opportunity 

was taken to advise the District Council of the current and potential future funding processes in 

respect of our interests ie Grant-In-Aid funding, Green Infrastructure, Navigation and Partnership 

Working.  

 

The response included the following summary: 

 

“As discussed above, there are procedures in place for external funding which are available to 
the Commissioners and associated Boards and, therefore, they do not currently have any 
projects for the delivery of infrastructure that require developer contributions through the 
planning process. It is likely that this will remain the case in the short to medium term.  
 
However, as the findings of the above projects and studies are completed and assessed, 
together with impacts as a result of changes to Government policy, seeking funding via the 
planning process may become necessary in the longer term. However, the extent, location and 
value of this is currently unknown and may take some time to determine.” 

 

Validation Checklist Consultation 

A consultation was held between 5th March and 17th April on the District Council’s Validation 

Checklists.  Unfortunately, it was not possible to provide a response to this consultation. 

 

Cambridgeshire County Council (CCC)  

Cambridgeshire Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) document 

No further correspondence has been received in respect of this document. 

 

2019 revision of the Local Validation Guidance List & Local Validation Check List for 

planning applications for the County Council’s own development & for waste development 

A report detailing the proposed revisions and the public responses which included responses from 

various interested parties including the Commissioners, several Parish and Town Councils, and 

various County Council departments went before the County Councils on 16 May.  
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A copy of the report can be found on the Council’s webpage by using the following link and 

searching for “Review of the Local Information Requirements for the Validation of Planning 

Applications”:  

https://cmis.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/ccc_live/Meetings/tabid/70/ctl/ViewMeetingPublic/mid/397/Meeting/23

2/Committee/8/Default.aspx 

 

However, the relevant items, as far as the Commissioners and relevant associated Boards are 

concerned, are summarised below. 

 

“3.0 CONSULTATION RESPONSES  
 
3.10 Middle Level Commissioners – Middle Level Commissioners have made a number of 
comments:  
 
1.  The contents of the Middle Level Commissioner’s response of 2017 remain relevant.   
2.  The Commissioners are pleased to note that the reference in the introduction on page 2 of 

the 2019 LVL Guidance notes to the use of relevant and competent technical specialists and 
encourage this.  

3.  The commissioners and associated boards promote meaningful preapplication advice and 
work with CCC colleagues to ensure that any issues concerning flood risk, water level 
management, navigation and environmental issues are dealt with prior to the planning 
application process, which offers more certainty in the decision making process. The Middle 
Level Commissioners would be pleased if applicants and/or agents could be advised to 
contact the Middle Level Commissioners for advice within their jurisdiction. A web site link is 
given to their pre- and post-application procedure: https://middlelevel.gov.uk/consents/.  

4.  The Commissioners request that applicants and/or agents are reminded that should planning 
approval be given by Cambridgeshire County Council, to remind the applicant(s) agent(s) that 
any matters requiring consent under the requirements of the Land Drainage Act, the 
Highways Act, the Water Industry Act, the Flood and Water Management Act and/or the 
Middle Level Act 2018, which relates to navigation related issues, must be complied with 
before any work is commenced on site.  

5.  It is requested that any drawings that are submitted to County Council be to a recognised 
engineering scale including a scale bar and advice on what size of paper the drawing should 
be printed on.  

6.  The Commissioners are pleased to note that the reference in the introduction on page 2 of 
the 2019 LVL Guidance notes to the use of relevant and competent technical specialists and 
encourage this.  

7.  The Biodiversity Survey and Report (Paragraph 4) includes reference to the Middle Level 
Biodiversity Manual (2016), on page 5 - this remains current on 10 April 2019.  

8.  The Statement of Sustainable Design and Construction (Paragraph 5) includes or the 
provision of both a foul drainage strategy and water conservation strategy, on pages 6 and 7. 
This is supported but it is suggested that the latter should be applied County wide and not 
just applied to the South Cambridgeshire District Council’s area.  

9.  The Flood Risk Assessment (Paragraph 7) gives a list of application types that is appropriate 
to provide a Flood Risk Assessment for. The last bullet point (on page 8) refers to 
developments of: “Less than 1 hectare within flood zone 1 which has critical drainage 
problems as notified by the Environment Agency.” Unless the area is identified within a 
Preliminary Flood Risk Assessment) the Environment Agency are unlikely to be involved. 
Drainage is the responsibility of several stakeholders, including Internal Drainage Boards and 
your Council’s Flood Risk and Biodiversity Team. The latter are more likely to be aware of and 
have to resolve “critical drainage problems”. It is reassuring to note and we applaud the 
inclusion of a reference and a link to our “Planning Advice and Consent Documents” webpage 
on page 9.  

https://cmis.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/ccc_live/Meetings/tabid/70/ctl/ViewMeetingPublic/mid/397/Meeting/232/Committee/8/Default.aspx
https://cmis.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/ccc_live/Meetings/tabid/70/ctl/ViewMeetingPublic/mid/397/Meeting/232/Committee/8/Default.aspx
https://middlelevel.gov.uk/consents/
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10.  Additional Plans and Drawings (including cross-sections where required). (Paragraph 22), the 
inclusion of the section detailing other plans and drawings and suggesting suitable scales for 
these is noted and supported.”   

 
“4.0   Consideration of the Consultation responses  
 
4.10 Middle Level Commissioners –   
1.  Noted with thanks. No changes required.  
2.  Pre application advice - References to Middle Level guidance will be retained, so no changes 

required.  
3.  References to Middle Level guidance are retained and it is recommended that the Middle 

Level Commissioners are added to the list of other bodies who provide pre-application 
advice.  

4.  Consent under the requirements of the Land Drainage Act is covered when necessary by 
informative at decision stage.  

5.  Drawings - This is covered by national guidance, so no changes required.  
6.  Technical specialists’ reference - Noted with thanks. No changes required.  
7.  Biodiversity survey - Noted with thanks. No changes required.  
8.  Statement of Sustainable Design and Construction - This is already covered across all districts 

based on the relevant adopted policy guidance. The reference to South Cambridgeshire is 
only made as their requirements are stricter through adopted policy. Therefore no changes 
are required.  

9.  Flood Risk Assessment - Officers acknowledge that drainage is the responsibility of several 
stakeholders and have noted the acceptance to the Middle Level Commissioners planning 
advice pages. This will be retained on the new guidance and therefore no further changes are 
required. 10. Additional Plans and drawings - Noted with thanks. No changes required.”  

 

A copy of the Planning Committee Minutes can be viewed via the following link by searching for 

“Minutes – 16th May 2019”: 

https://cmis.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/ccc_live/Meetings/tabid/70/ctl/ViewMeetingPublic/mid/397/Meeting/23

2/Committee/8/Default.aspx 

 

 
The final published versions of both the Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) and the Local 

Validation List and Guidance Notes can be accessed via the following link: 

 https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/business/planning-and-development/planning-applications/submitting-

a-planning-application/ 

 

 

 

Cambridgeshire & Peterborough Flood & Water (C&P FloW) Partnership  

The Middle Level Commissioners’ Planning Engineer has represented both the Middle Level 

Commissioners and their associated Boards since the last Board meeting. The main matters that 

may be of interest to the Board are as follows: 

 

Future Meetings 

Following the successful “joint” approach future meetings will involve both the Cambridgeshire 

Flood Risk Management Partnership (CFRMP) and Peterborough Flood & Water Management 

Partnership (PFLoW). The MLC are stakeholders in both partnerships.   

 

https://cmis.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/ccc_live/Meetings/tabid/70/ctl/ViewMeetingPublic/mid/397/Meeting/232/Committee/8/Default.aspx
https://cmis.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/ccc_live/Meetings/tabid/70/ctl/ViewMeetingPublic/mid/397/Meeting/232/Committee/8/Default.aspx
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/business/planning-and-development/planning-applications/submitting-a-planning-application/
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/business/planning-and-development/planning-applications/submitting-a-planning-application/
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Draft National Flood and Coastal Erosion Risk Management (FCERM) Strategy for England 

A public consultation on the draft FCERM Strategy for England document was held between May 

and June 2019. 

 

Members of the partnership generally considered that amongst other matters the consultation 

could have been more ambitious; sought greater RMA involvement; and that surface water flooding 

should have been included. 

 

Following the consideration of the responses it is intended to publish the final national FCERM 

strategy for England in 2020. 

 

Local FRM Strategy  

Both the Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Strategies are due to be reviewed soon and may be a 

joint Cambridgeshire and Peterborough response. 

 

The Environment Agency’s Joint Assurance Group  

This group provides support to the RMAs on the delivery of Grant-in-Aid (GiA) funded projects and 

meets on a monthly basis to discuss business cases. 

 

Partnership members generally agreed that it would be beneficial to understand what the EA, in its 

role as the approval body, would like to see in business cases and requested suitable good 

examples that could be used as guidance. 

 

The EA advised that: 

 

(i) The lack of sharing of suitable business case examples may be for GDPR/commercially 

sensitive/economic reasons and advised that whilst the EA cannot ‘circulate’ these, 

other RMAs can.  

(ii) Due to the specialist nature of projects within The Fens it may not be possible to find 

enough suitable projects. 

 

Property Flood Resilience Pathfinder Project  

A £700k grant bid was made by a consortium of LLFAs. Confirmation of a successful bid is 

awaited.  

 

Further details on the project can be found in Flood Resilience Community Pathfinder Evaluation 

Final Evaluation Report October 2015.  

 

Further information can be found at the following link: 
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https://www.gov.uk/government/news/29-million-extra-funding-to-boost-action-on-making-homes-more-

resilient-to-floods 

 

Riparian Responsibilities 

In order to raise awareness of and instigate discussion on an issue that causes difficulties for 

RMAs, including the Boards, primarily due to increased workload and costs, the County Council’s 

Flood Risk and Biodiversity Team prepared an “Issues and Options Briefing Note” seeking 

changes to current practices that are inefficient and create inconsistency across the county in the 

use of public resources to address the issues associated with riparian assets. The document is 

currently being considered by the Regional Flood and Coastal Committee. 

 

Cambs County Council Capitally Funded Highway Drainage Schemes  

Schemes have been assessed and prioritised based upon level of flooding reported, ie high priority 

- is property flooding or risk to life, or low priority - is highway only flooding, and will be developed 

to provide estimated costs and prioritised to be delivered to available budget.  There is an annual 

highway drainage budget of £1m, which needs to cover all staff, investigation, design and 

construction costs and, therefore, not all the schemes will be delivered in the current financial 

year.  

 

The majority of investigation and design is delivered through Skanska or its supply chain, and 

managed by the County’s Highways Projects team.  Priority and funding are confirmed by its Asset 

Management team.  

 

There are currently 22 schemes ongoing within the County, three of which are within the 

Huntingdonshire district. One of these is at Ewingswood in Sawtry. It is understood that detailed 

design has commenced but the scheme is of medium priority. Its impact on the Board’s system is 

not known. 

 

The Board’s instruction on whether it requires further information on this scheme to be 

sought thus enabling any adverse impacts on its system to be fully assessed would be 

appreciated to enable any discussion to occur. 

 

District Council Strategic Flood Risk Assessment (SFRA) & Water Cycle Study (WCS) 

documents  

Most of the SFRA and WCS documents are considered old and have not been updated as initially 

intended. All will require reviewing as supporting evidence when the respective District Council’s 

Local Plans are updated.  

 

A ‘joint’ County-wide document was suggested but was not considered possible due to the differing 

states of the various Local Plans across the County.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/29-million-extra-funding-to-boost-action-on-making-homes-more-resilient-to-floods
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/29-million-extra-funding-to-boost-action-on-making-homes-more-resilient-to-floods
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No reference was made to the funding arrangements for the provision of the updated documents.  

 

Good Governance for Internal Drainage Board Members 

In March and April 2019 ADA ran a series of five Good Governance Workshops for IDB Members. 

The recordings from these events are available as a series of training modules via the ADA 

website. 

 

A copy of the slides used at the presentation can be found at the following link: 

https://www.ada.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Good_Governance_Workshop_Slides_2019.pdf  

 

Public Sector Co-operation Agreements (PSCA) 

Following a problem encountered within North Level District IDB which required close liaison with 

Peterborough City Council, in its role as the Highway Authority, the possibility of arranging PSCAs 

with IDBs and Councils was raised but has not yet been concluded. 

 

Updates on Highways England (HE) Scheme  

The former areas 6 and 8 now form the East Region and the new term contractor is Ringway. The 

previous short-term Asset Support Contracts (ASC) have been replaced by a 15-year Road 

Investment Strategy (RIS) contract in order to ensure a consistent long-term approach.  

 

Anglian Water Services Limited (AWSL) Price Review 2019 (PR19) 

OFWAT like what is being proposed but not the associated costs.  AWSL contends that it is trying 

to be “proactive and not reactive”. Note: In order to reduce charges on its customers AWSL 

currently appears reluctant to incur any unnecessary additional costs beyond what it is 

obliged to accept. 

 

Requests have been made for suitable applications to be submitted to its project funding 

programme. It is hoped that a meeting with AWSL’s Flood Partnership Manager will be arranged 

soon. 

 

Flooding Issues within Sawtry Village 

No further correspondence has been received from or assistance has been given to the County 

Council, in its role as the LLFA, in respect of flooding issues within Sawtry Village. 

 

Flood Risk Management (FRM) for the Fens Technical Group [previously reported as 

the Future Fenland Project] 

The Middle Level Commissioners’ Planning Engineer has represented both the Middle Level 

Commissioners and their associated Boards on the Technical Group since the last Board meeting.  

 

https://www.ada.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Good_Governance_Workshop_Slides_2019.pdf
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An article detailing the project was included on page 16 of the Summer 2019 edition of the ADA 

Gazette.  

This can be found at https://flickread.com/edition/html/index.php?pdf=5d1efbbc0a48b#16 

 

The project is further discussed under a separate Agenda item. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Consulting Engineer 

 

 

20 May 2020  

 

         

 

Sawtry (342)\Reports\May 20 

 

https://flickread.com/edition/html/index.php?pdf=5d1efbbc0a48b#16
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 Mr Hill reported that a provision of £2,000 had been included in the budget estimates for the 

leaking gearbox at Moat Farm pumping station. 

 

 Mr Hill referred to the failure of the pump at Sawtry Roughs pumping station due to a control 

equipment fault and the Mechanical Engineers recommendation that the Board consider its’ 

replacement.    Prior to the meeting he had been advised that the cost on a ‘like for like’ basis would 

be £6,000 with an upgrade costing £9,000 and that no provision had been allowed for this in the 

budget estimates. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 i) That the Reports and the actions referred to therein be approved. 

 

 ii) Sawtry Roughs Pumping Station 

 

  That no action be taken at the present time concerning the control equipment at Sawtry 

Roughs pumping station but the situation continue to be monitored. 

 

iii)  That the Capital Improvement Programme and future funding be fully reviewed at the 

next meeting of the Board. 

 

iv) That the Consulting Engineer discuss the placing of notes on the Land Charges Registry 

with Huntingdonshire District Council. 

 

v) Development at Ewingswood, Sawtry 

 

 That the Consulting Engineer assess any possible impact this development may have on 

the Board’s system. 

 

 

  B.1195 Capital Improvement Programme 

 

 Members reviewed the Board's future capital improvement programme and Mr Raby referred 

to the possible installation of automatic weedscreen cleaning equipment at the pumping stations.   

The Chairman confirmed he had received finance proposals for funding these works which could be 

estimated at between £75,000 and £80,000 per station. 

 

 Mr Lensen referred to the health and safety works carried out at the pumping stations which 

he agreed significantly improved conditions but considered there were still some works which could 

be attended to.    He referred to the forthcoming retirement of the Moat Farm pump attendant in 

December 2020 and the need for the Board to put in place alternative measures following the 

retirement. 

 

 In response to Mr Lensen, Mr Hill outlined the current grant-in-aid position and the future 

likely availability for the installation of automatic weedscreen cleaning equipment. 

 

 Mr Lensen considered the Board needed to address the position of manually raking 

weedscreens and wondered if this should be a two-man job.   He also wanted the Board to look at  

additional improvements at the pumping stations, the use of telemetry and the possible future 

installation of automatic weedscreen cleaning equipment at the pumping stations.    Councillor 

Bywater supported these views but considered the immediate concern was to address the retirement 

of the pump attendant and continue to look at the availability of grant-in-aid and wondered if 

getting the backing of the MP to support any bid would be beneficial. 

 



F:\Admin\Sawtry\mins\3.6.20 
 

 Members discussed current working practices at the pumping stations and the possible use of 

harnesses and life-jackets. 

 

 Members considered future funding and the need to have both a short-term and a long-term 

plan. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 i) That the Capital Programme be approved in principle and kept under review. 

 

 ii) That a funding proposal for the installation of automatic weedscreen cleaning equipment 

at the pumping stations be produced for consideration at the next meeting of the Board. 

 

 iii) That the Chairman, District Officer and Mr Lensen have a site meeting at the pumping 

stations to fully review the immediate requirements for the manual clearance of weedscreens 

and that the Chairman be authorised to take any further actions as he considers necessary. 

 

 

  B.1196 District Officer’s Report 

 

 The Board considered the Report of the District Officer. 

 

 The District Officer reported that as he was planning this year’s works he had been informed 

that the Board’s contractor, P J Davies, would no longer be available and that he had then looked 

around for another suitable local contractor to carry out the works and had appointed John Harding 

who he considered had shown he was able to a very good job.   He referred to the proposed works 

in the vicinity of Castle Hill pumping station which required overhead power lines being switched 

off and that he had been liaising with the Middle Level Commissioners’ Operations Engineer 

concerning this. 

 

 Mr Raby referred to the flail mowing works and that in some areas a long-reach machine was 

required and also to the culvert replacement at Point 48.   The District Officer confirmed that he had 

spoken with both Mr Raby and the farmer concerned who would be prepared to carry out the works.   

It had been intended to have a site meeting with Mr Raby and the farmer, but in the current situation 

this was not possible.   However, when it was, then it should be possible to get a price and for the 

works to proceed.   Mr Raby agreed to contact the farmer concerned and to progress the matter. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 i) That the Report and the actions referred to therein be approved and that the Officer be 

thanked for his services over the preceding year. 

 

 ii) That the District Officer be authorised to arrange for flail mowing as he felt appropriate. 

  

 iii) Culvert Replacement at Point 48 

 

 That the District Officer, Mr Raby and the local landowner be authorised to liaise and to 

take any actions considered appropriate concerning replacement of the culvert at Point 48. 

 

 

  B.1197 Conservation Officer’s Newsletter and BAP Report 

  

 Mr Hill referred to the Conservation Officer’s Newsletter, dated December 2019, previously 

circulated to Members.    
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 Members considered and approved the most recent BAP report. 

 

RESOLVED 

  

 That, as no mink had been reported in the District, no action be taken concerning mink traps at 

this point. 

 

 

B.1198 District Officer's Fee and Pumping Station duties 

 

a) The Board gave consideration to the District Officer’s fee for 2020/2021. 

 

b) The Board gave consideration to the payment in respect of pumping station duties for 

2020/2021. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 i) That the Board agree that the sum of £3471.00 be allowed for the services of the District 

Officer for 2020/2021. 

 

 ii) That the Board agree that the sum of £949.35 be allowed for the provision of pumping 

station duties for 2020/2021. 

 

(NB) –Messrs Darby and Lensen declared interests when this item was discussed. 

 

 

  B.1199 State-aided Schemes 

 

 Consideration was given to the desirability of undertaking further State-aided Schemes in the 

District and whether any future proposals should be included in the capital forecasts provided to the 

Environment Agency. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 That no proposals be formulated at the present time and the Clerk continue to liaise with the 

Environment Agency concerning the installation of weedscreen cleaning equipment at the Board’s 

pumping stations. 

 

 

    B.1200 Environment Agency – Precepts 

 

 Mr Hill reported that the Environment Agency had issued the precept for 2020/2021 in the 

sum of £6,486.00 (the precept for 2019/2020 being £6,327.67). 

 

 

  B.1201 Claims for Highland Water Contributions – Section 57 Land Drainage Act 1991 

 

 Mr Hill reported that the sum of £2,337.28 (£13,247.04 less £10,909.76 paid on account) 

(inclusive of supervision) had been received from the Environment Agency based on the Board’s 

actual expenditure on maintenance work for the financial year 2018/2019 together with the sum of 

£5,228.67 in respect of 80% of the Board’s estimated expenditure for the financial year 2019/2020. 

 

 Mr Hill referred to the previous year’s claim being higher than average due to the works on 

Sawtry Brook and that overall, for the majority of Board’s, claims were likely to be higher this year 
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due to increased pumping, which could cause problems for the Environment Agency budget and 

with this in mind he had only used average claim amounts when drafting the budgets although the 

full calculated claims would be submitted. 

 

  B.1202 Association of Drainage Authorities 

  Subscriptions 

  

 Mr Hill reported that it was proposed by ADA to increase subscriptions by approximately 2% 

in 2020, viz:- from £629 to £642.   

 

 Mr Raby reported that he had discussed membership with the Clerk and agreed as ADA were 

consulted widely by Government he considered the Board should retain membership.   Mr Lensen 

did not consider it appropriate for an increase to be paid and Mr Hill reported on ADA’s likely 

position on this. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 That the Board do not agree to the increased subscription but to subscribe at the 2019 

subscription rate of £629 and the Chairman be authorised to take any action he considers 

appropriate. 

 

 

  B.1203 Overtopping of Wheatley’s Drain, Sawtry 

The Chairman reported that he met with the Middle Level Commissioners’ Chief Executive 

and Chris Evans (English Nature) on site on the 29th January 2020 and had agreed to arrange for the 

ditch to be flailed and dredged, when ground conditions improve and environmental constraints 

allow it to be undertaken.   Chris Evans in turn had agreed to arrange for a length of hedge which 

overhangs the drain on the Woodwalton Fen side of the drain to be cleared and it was expected that 

these works would be undertaken in mid to late summer. 

 

In response to Mr Raby, the Chairman confirmed that the drain at Castle Hill does sometimes 

overtop into the Nature Reserve.   He agreed that the watercourse did require slubbing out but also 

considered the long-term solution would be raising of the nature reserve bank. 

 

 Mr Lensen reported that on occasions he had been approached to switch the pumps off to try 

to avert any overtopping but had refused to do so to avert flooding elsewhere. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 That the actions of the Chairman be approved and he be authorised to take any further action 

as may be required. 

 

  B.1204 Determination of annual value for rating purposes 

 

 The Board considered the recommendation for the determination of annual value for rating 

purposes. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

i) That the determination recommended be adopted by the Board. 

 

 ii) That the Clerk be empowered to serve notices and to take such other action as may be 

necessary to comply with statutory requirements. 



F:\Admin\Sawtry\mins\3.6.20 
 

 iii) That the Chairman and the Clerk be empowered to authorise appropriate action on 

behalf of the Board in connection with any appeal against the determination. 

 

 

  B.1205 Contribution from Developer 

 

 Mr Hill reported that a contribution towards the cost of dealing with the increased flow or 

volume of surface water run-off and treated effluent volume had been received. 

 

 

  B.1206 Health and Safety 

 

 a) Further to minute B.1169, the Chairman referred to the reports received from Cope 

Safety Management following their visits to the District on the 3rd September 2019 and the 

18th February 2020 detailing the works required, which had been carried out to their 

satisfaction. 

 

  Mr Lensen reported that the works had made significant improvements but considered 

there were still some areas which required further attention and agreed that these would be 

reviewed further at the site inspections that had already been agreed. 

 

 Mr Hill reminded the Board that they are responsible for ensuring they are compliant 

with all Health and Safety legislation and are adequately insured.    In view of this, all points 

for action raised by its’ Health and Safety consultant must be implemented so as to avoid the 

Board’s insurance policy from becoming invalid. 

 

 b) Mr Hill referred to the ADA Internal Drainage Boards’ Health, Safety & Welfare 

Survey 2018. 

 

 

B.1207 Completion of the Annual Accounts and Annual Return of the Board – 

2018/2019  

 

a) The Board considered the comments of the Auditors on the Annual Return for the year 

ended on the 31st March 2019. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

i) That, after fully considering the internal controls put in place by their appointed 

administrators and the checks carried out by their appointed internal auditors, the Board were 

satisfied that, in all significant respects, the internal control objectives were being achieved 

throughout the financial year to a standard adequate to meet the needs of the authority. 

 

ii) That the present policies concerning risk management, budget monitoring and insured 

value of properties are adequate for the size of the business and that they be continued. 

 

iii) That the Clerk and responsible financial officer review the internal audit strategy with 

the internal auditor to ensure the most appropriate method is in place to ensure the Board 

continue to comply with the Internal control objectives to a standard adequate to meet the 

needs of the authority. 

 

b) The Board considered and approved the Audit Report of the Internal Auditor for the year 

ended on the 31st March 2019. 
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 B.1208 Defra IDB1 Returns 

 

 Mr Hill referred to the completed IDB1 form for 2018/2019 and to the letter from the Minister 

and Annual report summary and analysis received from Defra dated August 2019. 

 

 

 B.1209 Budgeting 

 

Mr Hill referred to the budget comparison of the forecast out-turn and the actual out-turn for 

the financial year ending 31st March 2020. 

 

 

  B.1210 Review of Internal Controls 

 

 The Board considered and expressed satisfaction with the current system of Internal Controls.  

 

 

  B.1211 Risk Management Assessment 

 

 a) Mr Hill reported that it was necessary every 4-5 years to consider the formal Risk 

Register and in between times to judge the risks when considering the Consulting Engineer's 

and other reports and when setting budgets and rates/special levies.   He advised that these 

risks had been analysed by the use of the Risk Matrix and added that, although the risk 

registers for IDBs very rarely changed, they would/could change over time and it was 

important for Boards to consider formally and that consideration was due this year. 

 

  Members considered the Board’s Risk Register. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 That the Risk Register be approved and kept under review and the policy to review risk 

between formal reviews be continued. 

 

b) The Board considered the insured value of their buildings. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 That, as per the Engineer’s valuation, the insured value of the Board’s’ buildings be increased 

from 1st April 2020. 

 

 

  B.1212 Exercise of Public Rights 

 

 Mr Hill referred to the publishing of the Notice of Public Rights and publication of unaudited 

Annual Return, Statement of Accounts, Annual Governance Statement and the Notice of 

Conclusion of the Audit and right to inspect the Annual Return. 

 

 

  B.1213 Annual Governance Statement – 2019/2020 

 

 The Board considered and approved the Annual Governance Statement for the year ended on 

the 31st March 2020. 
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RESOLVED 

 

 That the Chairman be authorised to sign the Annual Governance Statement, on behalf of the 

Board, for the financial year ending 31st March 2020. 

 

 

  B.1214 Payments 2019/2020 

 

 The Board considered and approved payments amounting to £34,603.31 which had been 

made during the financial year 2019/2020. 

 

(NB) – Mr Darby declared an interest in the payment made to T E Darby & Sons. 

 

(NB) – Mr Raby declared an interest (as a Member of the Middle Level Board) in the payments 

made to the Middle Level Commissioners and H Raby & Sons. 

  

(NB) – Mr Lensen declared an interest (as an employee of AG Reserves) in the payments made to 

Ag Reserves. 

 

 

  B.1215 Annual Accounts of the Board – 2019/2020 

 

 The Board considered and approved the Annual Accounts and bank reconciliation for the year 

ended on the 31st March 2020 as required in the Audit Regulations. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 That the Chairman be authorised to sign the Annual Return, on behalf of the Board, for the 

financial year ending 31st March 2020. 

 

 

B.1216 Expenditure estimates and special levy and drainage rate requirements 

2020/2021 

 

 The Board considered estimates of expenditure and proposals for special levy and drainage 

rates in respect of the financial year 2020/2021 and were informed by Mr Hill that under the Land 

Drainage Act 1991 the proportions of their net expenditure to be met by drainage rates on 

agricultural hereditaments and by special levy on Huntingdonshire District Council would be:- 

 

  Gravity Area – Area 1 

 

   Drainage rates - 15.14% 

   Special levy - 84.86% 

 

  Gravity Area (Flood Alleviation Scheme) – Area 2 

 

   Special levy -    100% 

 

Councillor Tuplin considered that a levy needed to be raised but for 2020/2021 at 50% 

and then in full for future years.  

 

  Pumped Area (Sawtry Fen) – Area 3 

 

   Drainage rates -  99.89% 
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   Special levy -  0.11% 

 

  Pumped Area (Moat Farm) – Area 4 

 

   Drainage rates -     100% 

 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 i) That the estimates be approved. 

 

 ii) That a total sum of £42,316 be raised by drainage rates and special levy. 

 

 iii) That the amounts comprised in the sum referred to in ii) above to be raised by drainage 

rates and to be met by special levy are £28,421 and £13,895 respectively. 

 

 iv) That drainage rates in the £ be laid and assessed on Agricultural hereditaments in the 

District as follows:- 

 

   AREA 1 -   2.38p 

   AREA 3 - 26.50p 

   AREA 4 - 62.00p   

 

 v) That a Special levy of £13,895 be made and issued to Huntingdonshire District Council 

for the purpose of meeting such expenditure. 

 

 vi) That the seal of the Board be affixed to the record of drainage rates and special levies 

and to the special levy referred to in resolution (v). 

 

 vii) That the Clerk be authorised to recover all unpaid rates and levy by such statutory 

powers as may be available. 

 

 

  B.1217 Display of rate notice 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 That notice of the rate be affixed within the District in accordance with Section 48(3)(a) of 

the Land Drainage Act 1991. 

 

 

  B.1218 Date of next Meeting 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 That the next Meeting of the Board be held on Wednesday the 2nd June 2021. 

 

 


